
 
Workshop 7 - Teaching and assessment of professionalism through the use of simulation in 

primary care. 

Location: Hickson 

Facilitators: Dr Russell Hearn, Dr Anne Stephenson, Luke Stinson 

 

Aims 

 

Participants will gain the practical skills to design and implement primary care scenarios: 
 Design a suitable and enjoyable low technology, high fidelity simulation curriculum relevant 

to your local curriculum. 

 Produce ‘layered’ clinical scenarios in primary care with professionalism prompts. 

 Develop guidance for facilitators on debriefing these scenarios and assessing the 
professionalism of participants. 

 Evaluate primary care simulation in a systematic way. 
 

Background 

 

Learning about professionalism is critical for students and future GPs. Whilst professionalism is often 

taught or learned in the abstract through role modelling, discussion or lectures, assessment of 

professionalism is multimodal and often based upon the encountering of pitfalls in daily practice. 

Simulation offers an opportunity to expose learners to realistic professionalism challenges and best 

practice. This also provides an opportunity to deliver formative assessment as a learning experience. 

 

Having piloted and implemented an innovative simulated primary care clinic for over two thousand 

medical students at King’s College London, we have distilled our learning alongside literature, to 

produce a practical workshop on teaching and assessing professionalism using simulation. With its 

omnipotence for learning, primary care is an ideal context for experiencing professionalism 

dilemmas across any healthcare curriculum. This workshop will provide attendees with the 

opportunity to explore a novel educational approach to teaching or assessing professionalism.  

 

Content 

 

This interactive workshop will involve: 
 An overview of schemata for assessing professionalism in action.  

 Consideration of how these schemata could be used in the local contexts of participants. 

 An explanation of how to set up and run a primary care simulated clinic for undergraduate 
or postgraduate learners. 

 A live demonstration of a de novo scenario with undergraduate learners, using participants 
to facilitate, debrief and assess learning. 

 An opportunity to work in groups to produce a scenario which includes professionalism 
learning and assessment. 

 Evaluation of the scenario. 
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Biographies of facilitators 

 

Dr Hearn is a GP in North London and a Clinical Lecturer in Medical Education at KCL. He is also the 

Pan-London Academic GP Programme Director and lead for postgraduate GP simulation days across 

London. 

 

Dr Stephenson is the Director of Community Education at KCL; a GP in South London and a Reader in 

Medical Education. She is the Head of Professionalism for GKT School of Medical Education. Her 

research interests include professional development. 

 

Luke Stinson is a final year medical student with an interest in medical education who has 

experienced KCL’s simulation programme delivered at the RCGP as a student and also helped design 

scenarios for junior students. 

 

Intended Audience 
Those involved in teaching or assessment of professionalism or those using simulation in primary 

care. 
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