
 
Workshop 6 - Primary Care Research and the Climate Emergency 

Location: Board 

Facilitators: Dr James Smith 

 

Aims 

To identify how primary care research can contribute to society’s response to the climate 

emergency.  
 

Format 

An introductory talk followed by group work  

 

Content   

An initial talk by the facilitator to give a brief overview of climate change as a health issue covering 

the health impacts, the health benefits of action, and the relationship of these to healthcare. This 

will include reference to the findings of the Lancet Commissions on Climate Change (2009/2015), the 

work of the NHS Sustainable Development Unit, and the RCGP’s position on climate change.  
 

Most of the session will be a facilitated discussion within table groups exploring 3 questions: 
- What new primary care research is needed given the climate emergency? 
- How does the climate emergency affect existing/other primary care research questions?  
- Does the climate emergency change how we do research?  

 

Climate change is a time sensitive health threat. Both the RCGP and RCN have declared a climate 

emergency in recognition of this. This workshop will bring together the primary care research 

community to help develop its response to this challenge.  

 

Biography of facilitator 

Dr James Smith MRCGP FFPH. I am a GP in Cambridge and Assistant Director of Public Health Studies 

in the Department of Public Health and Primary Care at the University of Cambridge. I lead teaching 

on climate change and health for clinical medical and Masters students in this role. I have previously 

worked as a public health consultant in Public Health England where I lead on sustainability 

nationally. I am part of the team developing the Royal College of GPs response to the climate 

emergency.  
 

Intended Audience 

Those involved in primary care research; general practitioners, practice nurses, primary care allied 

health professionals, primary care managers, patient representatives, healthcare researchers. 
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